1 - ORIGINS OF U.H.A. 

It all began on June 16, 2005, with the airing of the report: "Secret War in Laos" filmed by Gregoire DENIAU and Cyril PAYEN, where many of us discover the "phantoms of the jungle... who do not exist! “ 

These children, women, men, and elderly -- mainly HMONG – are constantly tracked and massacred by Laotian and Vietnamese soldiers. 

THEIR CRIME? That they are the families and descendants of those who fought on the side of the French, then Americans, engaged by the CIA, for the "secret war" in Laos, until 1975. 

The first national demonstration took place on June 25, 2005 on the Parvis des Droits de l’Homme (Human Rights esplanade) at the Place Trocadéro in Paris. It was here that Remi Fritsch decided to support the peaceful actions of the two most active associations: Ami Hmong (Hmong Friend) and MLDH (Laotian Movement for Human Rights). 

- ORIGINS of U.H.A - continuation. 

Afterwards: 

- many unfruitful debates in the Committee of Support (CSPL-HPL) in the summer 2006, 

- a trip to the Sub-Committee of Human Rights of the European Parliament in Brussels in the beginning of September 2006, to support the interventions of Ruhi HAMID (BBC) and Vanida THEPSHOUVANH (MLDH), 

- the organization of the 2nd national demonstration on September 24, 2006,

- the collection of 15000 signatures on a petition launched by the MLDH, sent to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs at the end of October 2006, 

- 577 letters + 577 CD-Roms of "Secret War in Laos" sent directly to the 577 French deputies, so that none of them can claim "We did not know...", 

- 50 events, called "Troca picnics", each Friday at lunch at Trocadéro’s Human Rights esplanade, for a picnic in solidarity with the Hmong. 

Remi Fritsch and Arnaud Berthe decide to act, and plan a trip to the refugee site.

During one of the last "Troca picnics" arises the opportunity to build a team with students who are very motivated in join them in their on-site mission. 

From these meetings is born Humanitarian Urgency Asia in March 2006, of which the goal is: "To bring help and assistance to the Hmong persecuted in Laos or seeking refuge in neighboring countries, as well as the members of other ethnic groups which share their fate".

- ORIGINS of U.H.A - continuation. 

UHA was officially recognized by French government agencies as a general interest association in March 2006, with publication of its creation appearing in the Journal Officiel of April 8, 2006. In mid-May 2006, the contributions of the first 12 members made it possible for UHA to have a stand at the Salon National de l’Humanitaire (National Humanitarian Convention), where they presented the situation of Hmong in Northern Laos. The International Relations Services of Clichy’s Town Hall granted their request for financial assistance, with a unanimous vote on June 23, 2006 at half past midnight! The initiative to collect cuddly toys, mentioned on the UHA Internet site, was expanded to include collections from private individuals door-to-door, at work, and at schools. In less than two months, the corporate gifts (CARGO LINER, VOLSATT, ANSWERS France, CWF) and private individuals enabled UHA to organize the first on-site mission in Asia, baptized "Operation PHETCHABUN", from July 20 to August 20, 2006.

2 - PHETCHABUN MISSION 1 

During this exploratory mission, UHA succeeded in penetrating the Huay Nam Khao zone, at that time home to 5800 Hmong refugees encamped along the road running from the village of Nam Khao (50km from the Laos border). UHA set up its base 15 km south of Huay Nam Khao at Khek Noi. Thanks to the contacts provided by a French ONG (which had sent three representatives to the site), the UHA team was able to accomplish the following:

 - To buy and distribute under supervision of the Hmong chiefs: 25 tons of rice, instead of the 6 tons initially envisaged, 

- To convey and distribute 1600 cuddly toys, given to children from 0 to 5 years when they came for their vaccinations, 

- To build, in just 10 days, a 100m² UHA Public School on a hillside in the heart of the refugee zone, helped by dozens of voluntary Hmong camp residents, 

- To buy and provide 400 books, 400 pens, 2 large blackboards, 300 pieces of chalk, and various equipment for the school (buckets, locks, wire, books...), 

- To build a friendly relationship of confidence with the local population and the Hmong leaders, who in particular sent us an open letter -- A Call for International Assistance – to forward to Western leaders. 

3 - PHETCHABUN MISSION 2 

UHA had several reasons for returning to the site for a second mission from March 9-18, 2007:

- We had promised to return, if possible every 6 months, 

- A military coup d'etat took place in Thailand in September 2006, 

- A policy of forced repatriation of the Hmong refugees "verified as being Laotian" was signed in December 2006 between Thailand and Laos, 

- We received new information about an additional influx of refugees in Huay Nam Khao,

- Rumors on the displacement of the refugees to a “real" enclosed camp, within several kilometers of Huay Nam Khao started to circulate, 

- We did not have any news of the prisoners of Khao Ko, and had already heard that other prisoners were being held in other cities.

- Phetchabun Mission 2 - continuation. 

A report of the first mission -- UHAnews1 -- was put on the UHA website and translated into English, 

A "Call for financial support for UHA’s March 2007 Mission" was sent out in February, while remaining voluntarily vague on the dates of mission, 

A financial subsidy for 2007, equivalent to that of 2006, was again granted by the Municipality of Clichy, voted also unanimously at the Town Council meeting of February 10, 2007. 

A press release was sent out right before UHA’s departure for reasons of safety, taking into account the unknown conditions they may encounter at the site. 

The collections of cuddly toys began again, in particular at a nursery school in Clichy, where the children made drawings and recorded videos for the Hmong children. 

Mobilization of the Hmong de France associations in Nimes, Gien, Orleans, Chartres, and Grigny, which collected more than 1000 euros! 

Thanks to the preliminary contacts made on the first mission, UHA was able to assemble a team of six volunteers, of which two who speak Thai and one who speaks Hmong. In order to not waste time, three among us leave from France, one from Australia, and two are already in Thailand.  

- Phetchabun Mission 2 - continuation. 

From the first day in the zone, the evening of Monday, March 12, 2007, the team meets and delivers to Huay Nam Khao: 

- 13 tons of rice, via two trucks (including one which broke down for five hours just 17 km from the departure... )

- 2000 books and 2000 pens for the pupils of Public UHA School,

- 3 white boards, 3 white board erasers, 50 erasable felt markers, 300 pieces of colored chalk, 1000 A4 sheets, 7 file folders + refills for the professors of Public UHA School, 

- 600 cuddly toys for the sick children and those arriving for vaccinations 

Immediately, we note several major issues: 

1. The region is experiencing a drought, the level of the river was never so low in 20 years... in fact, it is just a trickle of water in many places, resulting in a rationing of water in the camp, and elevating the risk of epidemics,

2. The displacement of the refugees towards a new site 4 km from Huay Nam Khao is confirmed by the soldiers, scheduled for May 2007. 

3. The refugees are increasingly overcrowded: they are now more than 8000, over 1500 more than six months ago!

- Phetchabun Mission 2 - continuation. 

Many contacts are reestablished with the Hmong of Huay Nam Khao, who ALL give us, in more upsetting testimonies, the same message: 

"WE WILL NEVER AGREE TO BE REPATRIATED BY FORCE TO LAOS" 

We manage to visit the new site of the future camp: a military site requisitioned by the Thai army, on a hill without any river, covered with tree stumps of all sizes, and not at all level (it will be up to the refugees to do it). Each day the "illegal ones" are brought in by truck to clear the site (they do not have a choice….the soldiers say that at the end of three months of this treatment, the illegal ones are “registered”). 

UHA obtained official authorization from two colonels of the new Thai army garrison to rebuild the UHA Public School on the new site, when the big relocation starts. 

We found the Hmong prisoners from Khao Ko in 2006 in Huay Nam Khao, but as we deliver food we learn of other Hmong prisoners who are without any medical care and being used as free labor: 

- 19 in Khao Ko, 

- 53 in Tha Phon, 

- 23 in Na Chaliang, 

- 150 in Nong Khai.

4 - PHETCHABUN MISSION 3 

Provisional date: July-August 2007. 

Place: Huay Nam Khao and the new camp. 

Duration envisaged: 15 days - according to the info which we will have from May 2007. 

Principal objectives, in addition to the collection of more testimonies: 

- Delivery and distribution of rice, cuddly toys, clothes,

- Construction of Public UHA School on its new site. 

Manpower necessary: 

- 6 active members UHA, including a chief mission organizer and treasurer who have already been on-site, a Hmong interpreter, a Thai-speaking member, and three English-speaking members. 

Estimated budget, not including tickets paid for by each member except chief mission organizer: 5 000 euros: 

- 3300 euros for 13 tons of rice, 

- 1000 euros for building materials and their routing, 

- 300 euros for school supplies for the UHA Public School, 

- 200 euros for various supplies (food for prisoners),

- 200 euros for housing UHA and hiring pickup.

5 - Assessment of the year past concerning the members of U.H.A. 

1 - Number of financial supporters: 

- From May to July 2006: 52, average: 120 euros per gift. (36% members) 

- From January to March 2007: 25 new, average: 110 euros per gift. (80% members) 

2 - Number of members: 

- From May to July 2006: 19, 

- From January to March 2007: 20 new. 

- Theoretical Total: 77 financial supporters for 49 members, i.e. 63%. 

- Estimate for 2007-2008: with 50% of non renewal: - approximately 50 financial supporters for 30 active members. 

> 3 of the 19 former members thought of renewing their contribution to date. 

> 90% of the gifts were made in the month preceding Mission 1 as well as Mission 2.

