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What’s the best way to hide a secret? According to Dan Brown, author of the international best-selling mystery-thriller The Da Vinci Code, put it right in plain sight. Movie director Ron Howard may have taken this to heart while shooting the much-anticipated film version in Paris last summer. A Hollywood-sized production camp was set up outside the Louvre for two weeks in the middle of high tourist season but remained shrouded in secrecy behind a securely guarded eight-foot screened fence. “There were many fans waiting to see the stars come out,” said Olivier, the Maitre D’ at Le Fumoir, a stylish bar and restaurant across the street. “But we only saw some of the technical crew.” Director Ron Howard’s top-notch cast includes Tom Hanks (Professor Robert Langdon), Audrey Tautou (cryptologist Sophie Neveu), Jean Reno (Inspector Fache), Paul Bettany (Silas the Monk), Alfred Molina (Bishop Aringarosa), and Ian McKellen (Sir Teabing). Of course, the city of Paris also played a starring role.

Filming began at 11 p.m. on the night of June 29th around Place Vendôme and the Louvre, with surrounding streets completely closed to traffic for the night. The first scenes were shot at the Ritz, where Professor Langdon is woken at 3 a.m. by a French police agent and taken to the Louvre, scene of a mysterious murder. In the book, Langdon and the police agent take rue Castiglione past the Opéra Garnier and into the Tuileries Gardens, but there are a few errors that had to be corrected for the filming. The Opéra is in the opposite direction from the Louvre, and the entrance into the Tuileries at rue Castiglione is impossible for any car, even a tiny Smart Car, to pass through. In the movie, the police car will more likely be seen driving down the parallel rue St-Honoré. 

As you make your own way to the Louvre, take a little detour to the right, down rue de Rivoli to Place de la Concorde, site of the American Embassy as well as The Da Vinci Code’s geographically-challenged car chase. From the gates at Place de la Concorde, enter the Tuileries Gardens and follow it parallel to rue de Rivoli until you see the Louvre’s famous glass Pyramid entrance, where Langdon meets Inspector Bezu Fache. If you have time to count, you’ll find far less than the 666 panes of glass claimed in the novel. You don’t need a ticket to go inside where the inverted pyramid supposedly hides the secret of the Holy Grail, but you will need one to enter the famous Grande Galerie and the Salle des Etats, home to Da Vinci’s “Mona Lisa.” It’s here that Langdon is confronted with the bizarre murder scene of the curator Jacques Saunière before his dramatic escape from the police with Sophie. 

Exit the Louvre by the Cour Carrée and cross the Seine at the pedestrian Pont des Arts to the Institut de France. Take the pedestrian passage on your right through the gold-domed Institut to rue de Seine, where you may see embedded in the pavement one of the city’s 135 bronze Arago medallions. In the book, these medallions trace a fictional Rose Line; but in reality they were put there in 1994 by the artist Jan Dibbets to commemorate the North-South meridian line traced by astronomer François Arago in 1806.

Continue down rue de Seine and cross Boulevard St-Germain to rue St-Sulpice, where you will find the scene of another Rose Line reference: the St-Sulpice Church. Like Westminster Abbey, St-Sulpice refused to allow filming, but that hasn’t stopped fans from going inside to have a peek at the obelisk where Silas the Monk sought the keystone to the Grail in vain. Signs posted on the walls explain that the seemingly out-of-place statue is actually an 18th-century astronomical tool–a sun dial!–despite the more sinister claims in the novel that it was the vestige of a pagan temple.  
Another true-to-the-book filming location is the Château de Villette, the very posh home of Grail-seeker Sir Leigh Teabing, a British eccentric played by Ian McKellen in the movie. Located 30 miles outside of Paris, it’s here that Langdon and Neveu come to seek help in decoding the puzzle of the Grail. “Dan Brown's description of the approach to the Château is a little fanciful,” writes McKellen in his online diary of the filming (www.mckellen.com). “In reality there is no long driveway as in the book, just a break in the eight-foot high perimeter limestone wall where a sturdy gatehouse opens straight onto the large courtyard.” The gate you’ll see the sleuthing duo crash through in the movie when making their escape is actually a fake, built around the original to protect it from damage. Visitors can separate fact from fiction themselves–for a price! The privately-owned Château de Villette is only accessible to those who rent the entire 18-bedroom estate for the week as part of a “Da Vinci Code” tour package with access to Sir Teabing’s ballroom/library, salon, and the 17th-century barn with the hidden hayloft. Lurking monk not included! 
Practical Info

Ritz Paris 15, pl. Vendôme, 1st - tel. 01 43 16 30 70 - www.ritzparis.com

American Embassy 2, av. Gabriel (NW corner of Place de la Concorde), 8th - www.amb-usa.fr

Louvre 34, quai du Louvre, 1st - tel. 01 40 20 50 50 - www.louvre.fr 

Eglise St-Sulpice 33 r. St-Sulpice, 6th 

Château de Villette Contact Mrs. Olivia Hsu Decker (tel. 06 86 51 33 02 in France, 415-435-1600 in the U.S.) - www.frenchvacation.com 
Tour companies offering Da Vinci Code Tours

www.parisvision.com
www.viator.com
www.paris-tours-guides.com
www.parismuse.com
www.citywalksofparis.com 

www.museumpass.com






